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BOOK REVIEWS
of the available knowledge has been brought together under one cover
in this excellent Ciba symposium. The picture that emerges is not simple,
clear, or complete, but it is in a form that can be managed by a scientist
from a related field. Seeming contradictions still exist as in the effect of
actinomycin on interferon induction by endotoxin in the rabbit and in
cultured rabbit cells, but when these discrepancies are in juxtaposition,
technical differences that might be missed by the ordinary reader become
apparent. The physical nature of interferon itself is still undefined, but
this book provides a clear picture of the scope of its heterogenity and a
critical evaluation of many earlier inaccurate reports.
The success of a true symposium is dependent upon productive discus-
sion. Sadly, good discussion periods are rare on the floor at the time of
the symposium and rarer yet transcribed into print. This book on inter-
feron is an exception. The discussion of each paper is pointed, pertinent
and extensive and in addition, considerable sections are devoted to dis-
cussion of topics not dealt with in primary presentations. The Ciba
symposia are kept small enough that discussion is facilitated and inter-
feron workers are a sufficiently closely knit group to be uninhibited by
deference to the sensibilities of strangers. It is here that the excellent
editing of this book is most apparent; inconsequential comments are
weeded out, but the repartee and critical analysis are retained.
This valuable discussion has not been won without some cost. In re-
stricting the size of the symposium, the organizers have left out repre-
sentation from several important laboratories. Certain lines of work, such
as that of Marcus and Salb on translation inhibitory proteins and the
Merck group on double stranded nucleic acid inducers of interferon are
not adequately represented. One book, however, cannot be expected to be
all things. As it stands, this Ciba symposium forms a fitting and valuable
tribute to the discoverer of interferon to whom it is dedicated, Dr. Alick
Isaacs.
FRANCIS L. BLACK
SCIENCE AND THE CONCEPT OF RACE. Edited by Margaret Mead, Theo-
dosius Dobzhansky, Ethel Tobach, Robert E. Light. New York, Columbia
University Press, 1968. x, 177 pp. $6.50.
Science and the Concept of Race is the outgrowth of an AAAS Symposium
held December 30, 1966, and, according to Margaret Mead, is a response
to the pseudoscientific arguments that attempt to prove the innate bio-
logical inferiority of Negro Americans. The book contains some excellent
statements by a number of distinguished scientists and educators who
generously cover the concept of race from the viewpoints of genetics,
anthropology, psychology, and sociology.
The authors point out that it is impossible to distinguish conclusively
between the effects of heredity and environment on individuals. They
state that there is no genetic reason to link the inheritance of specific
features, such as the quantity of skin pigmentation, to complex patterns
of social behavior. They also distinguish the biological concepts of identity
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and diversity from the sociological concepts of equality and inequality.
Thus "difference from" does not equal "better than."
What remains unclear is whether "difference from" or "better than"
equals racism. And one suspects that the primary purpose of the sym-
posium is not strictly to discuss race, but is rather to present a collection
of scientific evidence and arguments to combat racism. There is through-
out, however, no explicit definition of racism. The absence of definition
leads some of the authors to suggest, as solutions for racism, research
into the perception of differences, population diversity, behavior-genetics,
racial adaptations, and average biological differences among races. Others
hold simply that individuals must be treated as individuals, not as examples
of a large population. These rather gross differences in the concept of
cure suggest that the participants are not agreed on what the disease is.
Perhaps the best definition of racism follows from a phrase of Loren
Eiseley's, "encroachment on the rights of others." But out of context
this phrase has nothing to do with race. An example of racism in which
racial differences do exist is obviously White men and Black men attack-
ing one another. Yet the attack by white Nazis on white Slavs and Jews
and Gypsies, and the existence of Untouchables in India are examples
of racism in which significant biological differences are undetectable. The
conclusion from these examples and others presented in the symposium
is that the scientific concept of race is divorced from the practice of racism.
If the construct "race" is indeed irrelevant to the problem of racism
as defined above, then the cure for racism is furthered not with research
into population differences, but with a careful enumeration of the "rights
of others," followed by the implementation of these rights.
HENRY S. LOWENDORF
PROGRESS IN INFERTILITY. Edited by S. J. Behrman and R. W. Kistner.
Boston, Little, Brown and Co., 1968. 1,033 pp. $32.50.
Fifty authors have contributed to this volume which offers a compre-
hensive view of clinical infertility practice and a somewhat less complete
coverage of basic reproductive biology. On balance it well fulfills its stated
purpose of being written for physicians actively treating infertile couples.
The traditional areas of infertility are described in detail and there are,
in addition, chapters on immunological aspects of infertility, ovulation
induction, habitual abortion and newer diagnostic methods.
The treatment of male infertility, often a mystery to gynecologists, is
impressively outlined by Dr. Charles W. Charny. He points out a lack
of evidence for the efficacy of much of the drug treatment of the infertile
male. Another excellent chapter is the one by Kistner on oral contracep-
tion. The differences both in chemical composition and in effect between
the various contraceptive drugs is emphasized. In a less clinically oriented
chapter, Greenwald clears up much of the confusion surrounding the
hormonal regulation of egg transport through the fallopian tube.
In any volume of this size one can take issue with a number of minor
points. The suggestion that chloromycetin be used as an adjunct to peni-
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